[Metabolism of the androgenic precursor androstenedione and effects of aromatase inhibitors in cultured blood lymphocytes].
Blood lymphocytes from 26 women were cultivated in RPMI-1640 for 72 hrs with or without dexamethasone, dbcAMP, and TPA. Androstenedione conversion was most often activated by the dbcAMP, then by Dex and TPA. Response to dbcAMP was most obvious in women under 50, whereas response to Dex--in women over 50. Aromatase inhibitor fadrosol displayed a tendency towards prevention of the activation of androstenedione conversion in cultivated lymphocytes. A possibility of aromatase gene induction in cultivated lymphocytes cannot be completely excluded and demands further investigation with the aid of molecular-genetic methods.